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Prelude

We are Called to Worship - God’s Spirit blows where it will—in here, out there,
inside our lives, amongst our church. May the Spirit blow through us this day and
speak to us clearly, with wisdom and grace, for we are the children of God.~

Sharing Our Joys and Concerns

A Time of Prayer

You are welcome to send prayer requests to Pastor Sarah. Spend a few

moments connecting with God and lifting up your prayers.

The Lord's Prayer (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Song 1 Give Thanks

We Hear God’s Word John 3:1-17 (NRSV)
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. “He came
to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence
of God.” *Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of
God without being born from above.” “Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be
born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb
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and be born?’ °Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom
of God without being born of water and Spirit. “What is born of the flesh is flesh,
and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. ‘Do not be astonished that | said to you,
“You must be born from above.” *The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear
the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” “Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these
things be?” ‘“Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things?

11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we
have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. *“If I have told you about earthly
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly
things? **No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man. **And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, *°that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life.

16 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

17 ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him.

Meditation A Wise “Why?”
Song 2 Blessed Assurance

We Respond to God's Word with Our Giving
Invitation — In faith and longing we have come to worship this day. With
thanksgiving and joy we bring our gifts to God—qifts of time, of talent, and of
treasure. May these gifts be used to share the wisdom of our faith that all may
know “for God so loved the world.”

May Benevolence — Our May Benevolence Offering will go to support the
UCC’s Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering. This special offering reflects
the shared commitment of people across the United Church of Christ to
cooperatively build up the UCC. Conferences and the national setting equally
share the gifts given by members and friends through their local
congregations. The funds raised support leadership development, new
churches, youth ministry, and innovation in existing congregations. By your
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generosity to this offering, you build up the Body of Christ. As God calls our
congregations to be the church in new ways, your generosity will plant new
churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual life
in our youth and young adults.

You can mail your offerings to our office. We check the mail regularly.

Doxology

We Give Thanks — Holy, holy, holy God, bless these gifts with your holiness
and your love. Through our giving of time, talent, and treasure, may your
Spirit blow ever more lovingly, ever more expansively, and ever more
pervasively, through every corner of creation.~

We Are Sent Forth with a Blessing — When God calls, we will answer. As Christ
loves, we will love. Where the Spirit leads, we will follow.~

Postlude

Worship Notes: Beu, B. J.; Scifres, Mary. The Abingdon Worship Annual 2018: Worship Planning Resources
for Every Sunday of the Year . Abingdon Press. Kindle Edition.
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