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EPILPHANY® 023 s
THRILL AN REIO’ICE

The Third Sunday after the Eplphany

Prelude Sing to the Lord

Gathering—In this Season of Epiphany we remember that the Light of the World
was sent to shine among us. Where there is darkness, there is also light. Look for
the light—places of love, joy, grace, and hope.~

A Time of Prayer—God of light, we come tired and weary, carrying many
burdens. We come wondering if you are even here. We come seeking your face,
seeking your love. In this moment, Holy One, open our hearts to the mystery of
your love. Remind us that you are always with us and that you never leave us.
Reassure us that you love us, even as you invite us to love one another. In this time
and space, may we say “yes” to you. In the name of Christ, we pray.~
The Lord's Prayer (unison)—Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Special Music Panis Angelicus, Collin Bennington, Violin

We Hear God’s Word Isaiah 9:1-4 (NRSV)
But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter
time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee
of the nations.
Z The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—

on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,

you have increased its joy;
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they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
* For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
Matthew 4:12-23 (NRSV)

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to
Galilee. *He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the lake, in the
territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, *“so that what had been spoken through the
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
> “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,

on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—
16 the people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death
light has dawned.’
Y"From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.’

18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake—for they were
fishermen. **And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and | will make you fish for
people.” “’Immediately they left their nets and followed him. **As he went from
there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the
boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called
them. “Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.

23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every
sickness among the people.

Meditation Recognize Greatness
Hymn How Great Thou Art, #51
We Respond to God's Word with Our Giving
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Invitation—When Jesus calls his disciples, he promises to transform the gifts
they already possess to be used for the glory and kindom of God. Let us offer
our resources in following Jesus.+

January Benevolence—QOur Church’s Wider Mission
Doxology

We Give Thanks—Great God, receive our gifts of ourselves and our
resources for the benefit and building of the kindom. Amen.+

Hymn Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness, #93

Benediction— Recognize the greatness within and around you. Follow Jesus out
into the world to spread the radiance of Christ, to proclaim the good news, and to be
instruments of healing and wholeness.+

Postlude Praise God!

Worship Notes: +UCC Worship Ways. ~ Beu, B.J.; Scifres, Mary. The Abingdon Worship Annual 2023 (p. 11).
Abingdon Press. Kindle Edition.



