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Our Mission: United by Christ's loving embrace, a welcoming light in an unsure world, 

we serve and enrich the community and provide a safe gathering space for fellowship, 

spiritual growth, and self-exploration. 

Our Vision: Transforming and caring for our community through Christ's love. 

Pastor: Sarah Frische-Mouri Hannigan 
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Bell Choir Director: Vivian Thomas 

Office Manager: Michael Brown 

Custodians: Anita and Greg Law 

Scripture Reader: Greg Miller 

Tech Steward:  
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November 30, 2025 – The 1st Sunday of Advent 

Gathering— Like the iconic figures gathered around the Christ Child in our nativity 

scenes, we gather together because we want to know Jesus more as we seek to bring his 

Reign of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love on earth. 

Prelude                                                                      

Advent Wreath Lighting                   Ted Schory 

Please join us in singing the “What Child Is This” when prompted (lyrics on screen). 

*Gathering Song                                                    Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus, 153 

Prayer of Invocation—Here, at the nativity of your birth, give us the courage to face this 

moment with humility and hope. Open us to new understandings of the unfolding story of 

your presence among us. Show us the true meaning of the kingdom on earth as it is in 

heaven. 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)—Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Bell Choir        

http://www.zionuccindy.net/
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Exploring Together with a Blessing of the Nativities                     Gather at the Nativity

Scripture—Psalm 137:1-4—By the rivers of Babylon—there we sat down, and there we 

wept when we remembered Zion. On the willows there we hung up our harps.  For there 

our captors asked us for songs, and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying, “Sing us one 

of the songs of Zion!”  How could we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land? 

Luke 2:1-5— In those days, Caesar Augustus published a decree ordering a census of the 

whole Roman world. This first census took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

All the people were instructed to go back to the towns of their birth to register. And so 

Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to “the city of David”—Bethlehem, in 

Judea, because Joseph was of the house and lineage of David; he went to register with 

Mary, his espoused wife, who was pregnant. 

Reflection                   The Seedbed of Hope 

Prayers of Hope—Please write on your star a word of phrase of hope. We will collect 

them before the prayer, name them aloud, and add to our prayer wall.  

Holy Living One, Child of Hope, Spirit of Benevolence, we come to you today weary of 

the violence and pain of this world. We know you are with us, for you came to our human 

story when we needed your message so much. We still do. We ask, “what child is this 

that we follow, and who are we in the scene of this unfolding story?” As the manger 

waits for your arrival surrounded by the daily needs of family and flock, we again plead 

for your presence to break into our lives and show us the light of hope. And we ask for 

the courage to step into the scene, preparing the way for your reign. 

Hymn                 All Earth Is Hopeful, 163 

We Respond to God’s Word with Our Giving 

Invitation— What gifts are adequate for the King of Kings, the Child of Hope? Our 

theme song says, “so bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come peasant, king, to own 

him.” Whether what we have to give is simply the gift of our presence and gratitude, 

or if we are privileged with an abundance of precious resources, we give what we 

can. In this way we “take ownership” of our role God’s unfolding story of Hope. 

Ministry Moment         Young Adult Book Study, Kaylee Gephart 

November Benevolence—God’s Bounty 

*Doxology 
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We Give Thanks—Beloved Creator, we offer these gifts to you in the spirit of Hope. 

We place our trust in you and in those who faithfully care for your people, that these 

gifts will be used to protect and uplift those who are in need. Help us to remember our 

role to act as agents of your grace each and every day. Amen.+ 

Hymn                               O Little Town of Bethlehem, 180 

Benediction with Sung Response (lyrics on screen)— May the Sovereign of All, the Child 

of Hope, the Spirit of Resistance to Injustice be with you now and as you go. Amen. 

Postlude                                                                                            

Liturgy from © worshipdesignstudio.com/whatchild unless otherwise noted. +UCC Worship Ways. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THIS WEEK AT ZION 

• Sunday, 9 am – Bell Choir Practice  

• Sunday, 10 am – Blessing of the Nativities during worship 

• Sunday, after worship – Fundraising Team, ornament assembly  

• Tuesday, 6 pm – Council Finance Team (Zoom) 

• Thursday, 1 pm – Fundraising Team, baking 

• Friday, 1 pm – Fundraising Team, Christmas in Wanamaker prep 

• Saturday, 8 am – Fundraising Team, booth set up 

• Saturday, 10 am – 3 pm – Christmas in Wanamaker with 1 pm parade 

• Sunday, December 7, 12 pm – Christmas Luncheon at Hollyhock Hill 

ADVENT AT ZION 

• ADVENT WORSHIP AND JOURNAL—This season we will find hope in hard 

times as we gather around the nativity and contemplate “What Child IS This?” Our 

worship theme is based on the classic carol that asks that question. A daily journal is 

available for you to take home with you as you contemplate who Christ is for you.  

• HANGING OF THE GREENS—A big thank you to all those who were able to 

make it out to help with Hanging of the Greens!  

• NATIVITY SCENES—Because the nativity scene is the anchor image for our 

Advent worship, you’re invited to bring in a nativity set to help decorate the 

sanctuary. We will offer a blessing on the nativity sets on November 30 and will place 

them throughout the sanctuary after that worship service. Nativity sets will stay up 

through Epiphany on January 4. 

• CHRISTMAS IN WANAMAKER—Our Fundraising Team will again have a booth 

http://worshipdesignstudio.com/whatchild
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at Christmas in Wanamaker on December 6, from 10 am – 3 pm, and will sell 

ornaments, potholders, and mini bread loaves.  

• CHRISTMAS IN WANAMAKER PARADE—All are invited to walk in the 

Christmas in Wanamaker Parade on December 6 as we invite our neighbors to join us 

for worship. Line up begins at 12 pm, with the parade at 1 pm. Sign up today! 

• CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR JAPAN—Following the 2011 Fukushima triple 

disaster of the earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear catastrophe, Global Ministries began 

a ministry of partnership with our partner churches in Japan, matching them with 

congregations in the US so we could hold one another in prayer and offer 

encouragement and support in the Christmas season. We’ve been paired with two 

congregations, Sendai Nishi Church and Shinjo Church. Christmas cards are now 

available for you to sign. Please pray for these churches throughout the season.  

• CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON—For those who RSVPed, please join us this Sunday at 

12 pm at Hollyhock Hill (8110 N. College Ave.) for our Christmas Luncheon.  

• BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP—The Advent and Christmas seasons can be 

challenging for those who know loss and grief. While others celebrate, you may find 

yourself feeling blue. Gather in community to bring your losses before God and find 

comfort in God’s care. The service begins at 6 pm on Monday, December 8.  

• CHRISTMAS CONCERT—The Good Time Singers are back and are preparing a 

wonderful Christmas Concert for us and the wider community. Join us Sunday, 

December 14 at 3 pm in the gym. Refreshments will be provided. Please sign up if 

you can help set up or take down tables and chairs.  

• GOLDEN FRIENDS—Come join the Golden Friends for a day of fun, food and 

music. We will be gathering Thursday, December 18, at 2:00, in the Fellowship 

Hall. Please bring a White Elephant Gift Item and be sure to either "gift wrap" it, or 

put it in a gift bag, where no one can see what it is. We will be playing a game with 

them, and we want to keep your White Elephant Gift a "surprise"!  Also, please bring 

one of your favorite appetizer or dessert items, that is from another country, or that 

begins with the initial of your First or Last name.  Drinks will be provided.  If you 

have any questions, contact Becky Osher. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• PICNIC SHELTER ROOF UPDATE— Council thanks the congregation for their 

thoughtful and heartfelt discussion regarding the replacement of the picnic shelter 

roof. We are deeply grateful for the generous donation of $5,000 to help offset the 

cost. To cover the remaining balance of $10,000, Council has approved using funds 

from Zion’s savings account. This will allow Zion to enter a contract with Custom 

Exteriors and, with the anticipated rise in building supply costs, prevent additional 
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expenses. By drawing from the savings account, the general fund—used for Zion’s 

daily operating expenses—will remain unaffected. For any questions, please contact a 

Council member. –Terri Bennett, Kim Hadley, Kaylee Gephart Kile, Greg Law, 

Michelle Van Dyke, Cindy Yenna 

• SANCTUARY PEWS—Pursuant to a previous congregational conversation, Council 

has approved removing the front two pews in the sanctuary during the Advent season. 

This adjustment will provide additional space for Advent activities, Prayground, 

special music, and the bell choir. The pews have been relocated by a professional 

mover to the Community Center hallway, with Council re-evaluating the change in 

early 2026. For questions or concerns, please contact a Council member: Terri 

Bennett, Kim Hadley, Kaylee Gephart Kile, Greg Law, Michelle Van Dyke, Cindy 

Yenna 

• BUILDING TASK FORCE FORMING— Council is forming a Building Task 

Force, led by Greg Law, to help care for and maintain our buildings. Responsibilities 

include routine inspections, preventive maintenance, and determining needed repairs. 

The first assignment will be to inventory and create a building maintenance checklist, 

identifying maintenance, repairs, and replacements anticipated in the next 12–18 

months. We are seeking volunteers to be on this Task Force. If interested, please 

contact Greg. 

• SRI LANKA PARTNERSHIP TRIP—As the chair of the Indiana-Kentucky 

Conference Sri Lanka Partnership Team, Pastor Sarah will help lead a delegation to 

visit our partners in Sri Lanka in the Church of the American Ceylon Mission. The 

trip will focus on renewing our partnership, showing up in solidarity and hope as we 

engage in mutual ministry, and documenting the history of this important relationship. 

Pastor Sarah and her husband, Sean, will be doing interviews and putting together 

video resources for our churches to use. The trip is January 21-February 2. Our 

conference is looking to raise $15,000 for this trip. Hold our partnership team in your 

prayers as they set out to do this important ministry.  

SERVE 

• ANGEL TREE—Thank you to everyone who has been able to participate in the 

Angel Tree this year. Unwrapped gifts with tags are due November 30. 

• NOVEMBER FOOD DRIVE—Thank you to everyone who was able to participate 

in our Angel Tree gifts! A special thank you to the Service Team for all their work 

organizing this important ministry.   

• NOVEMBER BENEVOLENCE—This month we are supporting the work of God’s 

Bounty in all kinds of ways as they serve neighbors right here in our community 

facing food insecurity. In addition to supporting our food drive, you can also make 
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monetary donations to God’s Bounty so they can purchase exactly what they need and 

keep up with the expenses of running the pantry.  


